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reports have given no reason for ;-eal cpt&zism that ducks are cn the uprhrard trend 

this year, 

mat was -Lho inter>reta.tFon given by tki,e FiskA and I:,'il:!life Service cf the 

Department of the Intericr to the June and early July reports frc\m field men RS 

the agency axaited the YfC+S?ilt-; or" the late ZtijT aerial survey cf duck producticn, 

The Service's flying biologists conduct this survey across the principal 
wa.t,erfxJi. nesti.ng grounds cf the continent, this iate July survey supplies data 
on the number of broods produced and gives a rneas:ne of the annual duck crqa I-t 
will determine whether or not the MaterloldI. popuiaticn is on the road back, Tine 
repcrt will be made public on AugusL 9. 

Last smmer, the information collectad by the Pish and - i !tJjjidlife Service J 
prcm$ied its officials to forecast a serious l;ecline in duck numbers and develop 
a pattex of restrictions on hunting ta make certain the kill rK>ld n?t Cd 
excessively into the basic br:3e&.ilg yto& &li&. must, be spr_t back tsq the northern 
nesting grounds each year. 

The experiences cf hunters last seascn demonstrated the action was justified-, 
Servfce officials say, The annual kiil data collec5ed in a pcstcard questionnaire 
of a large sample of .&q*ican hunters showed tha"u the kill of ducks decreased 
~$2 percent from the year before. Adding the decreases in crippling losses and 
birds retrieved toget.her, it is estimated that the reduction in the kill 1~~s 
qqroxirately 6,GCG,300 ducks. .A decline in hunter numbers contributed. to this 
reduction. 

The first 1960 aerial survey conducted by the Service in Canada in May 
reveaLed that, despite this major decrease in kill d-~rfng the past seasong the 
number of breeding birds on the nes.t,ing grounds was down abcut one-fifth frcm a 
year ago, 



Changes in the numbers of breeders of the important species were as follows 
this year, 

Mallard, dowh 24. percent; pintail, dollj-n nine percent; scaup, down 20 percent; 
baldpate (wLdgeon), down 22 percent; blue-winged teal, down 12 percent. 

The shoveler was the only species recorded in large numbers dxing the 
breeding ground survey x&ich sho~ti an increase: 20 percent, 

Canvasbacks and redheads, it was pointed out, are among the species whose 
numbers are so small relatively that tllcy are subject to rather high sxf@ing 
errors in the breeding ground surneys, and their population trend indices are 
less reliable than those for the numerous species+ aata from both winter and 
breeding ground surveys, holiever, showed the lgi;O breeding population of redheads 
was further reduced from the previous year, 

In the case of canvasback, the winter survey showed the 1760 poptiation 
reduced while .i;he breed&g ground i.ndox for these birds increased somewhat, 
Special significance was given to the fact that more than half of the canvasbacks 
recorded in the spring breeding sround survey thfs year were in forest and tundra 
hibitat nor-th and east of the prairies and parklands 7,Jhere they normally rest. In 
contrast, only 10 percent ?wer e reco~&~ o;nl;side the prairies and parklands ia 19573 
Since forest and tundra habitats are not suitable for canvasback production, the 
Present breeding ground distribution pattern is consj.&red unfavorable for the 
species. 

As a result of the drought last year, there was a major shift of the d-u& 
breeding population northward from the prairies, and the number of adults in the 
North during the nesting season increased markedly. This year, there is a 
correspondingly large decrease in the number of breeders in this northern area-- 
northern Alberta and the Northwest Territories, Detter \.rater conditions in some 
Parts of the Canadian prairie s r;ilich stopped northt!ard migration and the over-al-1 
decrease in the breeding poptiation are responsible for this change. 

'daterfowl breeding population levels compared to la& year on the breeding 
ground, according to the surveys, are as follows: the same in southern 
Saskatchewan; decreased someyVJhat in southern Alberta, northern SaskatCheWab 
southern Manitoba, and Minnesota; small increases in Eebraslra, Ontario, and 
northern i'/lanitoba.; and major increases i_n Xorth and South Dakota. It is pointed 
Out that a relatively small part of the 
in the United States. 

d:~& production occurs south of the border 

Field personnel report tJater conditions in the midcontinent prairie and park- 
land nesting habitat considerably improved in many areas this year. Southeastern 
Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba had good IJater last fall and winter, and 
frequent rains during the current season. However, drought continued in South- 
western Saska-tchewan and southern Alberta. In these areas 9 many birds nested in 
the vicinity of ponds with shallow brater which went dry? In addition, southern 
Alberta experienced a late April snor.rstol,m which ca~~sed wjdespread losses of early 
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nests, Reduction of early nesting cover as a result of plowing and mowing in dry 
potholes last year and as a result of a large amount of burning also contributed 
to a low success of early nesting efforts. 

However 9 there has been a lush grohth of emergent vegetation during the season 
in the well-watered areas. Although much of this vegetation came on too late to 
provide nesting sLtes this year, it is certain that nesting habitat conditions will 
be much tiproved in these areas next year, 

Agtinst the background of this variety of conditions on the breeding grounds 
ranging from favorable to adverse, the survey flight, 'Q are now measuring what kind 
of crop a somewhat smaller over-all breeding pcpulation has been able to produce, 
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